
Science of Reading 
&

‘Right to Read Act’



What is the ‘Science of Reading’

Assumptions

Realities
What is happening inside the 

brain is actually quite 
different than what had been 
assumed based on what we 

see on the outside.  

Some of our previous 
practices do not align with 
the way the brain works.

“The extensive evidence garnered from multidisciplinary 
research (e.g., education, cognitive science, neuroscience, 
linguistics, and psychology) pertaining to reading development 
and reading instruction found to be the most effective for the 
largest number of students” (Hanover, 2022, Moats, 2022)



What is the ‘Science of Reading’  
Essential Components

Vocabulary and oral language comprehension

Phonological Awareness

Explicit, systematic, cumulative phonics instruction

Fluency and word recognition

Focus on decoding

Text comprehension



‘Right to Read Act’ legislation requires the state to:
● Establish The Center for Literacy Research and Reading Success.
● Have all districts implement early literacy reading curricula that are evidence based and 

approved by The Center.
● Compile a list of approved reading assessments for use beginning July 1, 2023.
● Implement a coordinated statewide reading plan for K-3. 
● Research and develop a birth-to-12 reading success strategy, in collaboration with the 

Office of Early Childhood. 
● Support local boards of education and district leadership in improving reading outcomes for 

K-3 students. 
● Support teachers, schools, and districts through coaching, leadership training, professional 

development, parental engagement, and technical assistance consistent with the state’s 
intensive reading instruction program. 

● Provide independent, random reviews of how districts are implementing the approved 
PreK-3 reading curricula and assessments. 

● Publicly report the reading curricula being implemented by each district. 
● Maintain a website about the state’s intensive reading instruction program. 
● Collaborate with institutions of higher education to ensure aligned teacher preparation.
● Publicly report the progress made by teacher preparation programs.





Reading Curriculum Models or Programs

● Applies to PK-3

● Must review and approve at least 5 curriculum models or programs (Approved 6 
K-3)

● Provides for districts to request a waiver to implement a curriculum model or 
program other than those identified by the state (due date of February 28th)

● Waiver must demonstrate that reading curriculum model or program is:
○ Evidenced-based and scientifically research-based and
○ Focused on competence in oral language, phonemic awareness, phonics, 

fluency, vocabulary, rapid automatic name or letter name fluency, and reading 
comprehension.



● July 2022 menu replaced previous Menu of Approved Research-based K-3 
Universal Screening Reading Assessments (revised again 2/3/23)

● Must combine assessments to ensure all six areas of essential reading skills 
and knowledge are assessed at appropriate grades to assist in identifying, in 
whole or in part, students at risk for dyslexia, or other reading-related learning 
disabilities.

Reading Assessments



Hebron’s Work 2022-23

1 Explored the initial 5 approved reading programs (spring, summer 2022)

2 Established a K-3 Reading Committee (November, 2022)

3 Audited our current programming, identified areas of need, purchased and implemented 
additional resources (March, 2022-February, 2023)

4 Participate in and provide professional development on the ‘Science of Reading’ (spring, 
2022- present)

5 Explored and selected reading assessments from approved list (November, 
2022-February, 2023)

6 Wrote and submitted waiver, data, and action plan (November, 2022 - 
February, 2023)



What is the ‘Science of Reading’  
Essential Component Hebron Strategies and Resources

Vocabulary and oral language comprehension Professional Development, book study
Read alouds, text sets, dialogic conversations

Phonological Awareness Professional Development, book study
Heggerty Program Pk-3

Explicit, systematic, cumulative phonics instruction Professional Development, book study
UFLI Program, New TC units, decodable texts, 
Words their Way/Spelling Connections

Fluency and word recognition Professional Development, book study
Orthographic mapping

Focus on decoding Professional Development, book study
Decodable texts
New TC units

Text comprehension Professional Development, book study
New TC units



Provide a detailed description, that may include a compendium of 
documents, to demonstrate the model/program is evidenced- and 
scientifically-based, and focused on competency in oral language, 
phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, rapid automatic 
name, or letter fluency, and reading comprehension.

1

Waiver Process

2

3

Complete K-3 Reading Data Template for 2019 and 2022

Detail the strategy created to address reading achievement gaps in the 
academic performance of students among and between  (A) racial 
groups, (B) ethnic groups, (C) socioeconomic groups, (D) genders, and 
(E) English language learners and students whose primary language is 
English



Hebron Waiver
● Waiver (92 pages) 
● 293 Supporting Documents
● Data Template (4 pages)
● 3 Step Action Plan (12 pages)



Hebron Waiver



Hebron Waiver



Data & Action Plan
● Only EOY 2019 and EOY 2022 data was requested (*spans the pandemic)
● No significant achievement gaps
● 3 areas of need identified

○ Some gender disparity with more male students performing in the                   
substantially deficient category

■ Access to texts that are motivating and engaging
■ SEL/behavioral/self-regulation support

○ Increase of number of students performing in the substantially deficient category as 
they move across the grades (*comparing pre-pandemic to post-pandemic data)

■ Adoption of mClass Dibels 8th assessment system
■ More individualized goals, groupings, interventions

○ Commitment to ‘Science of Reading’



Questions?


