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FIABs  

Focused Interim Assessment Blocks



The Why of Giving the FIABs

● provide exposure and familiarity with SBAC language, vocabulary and 

questions 

● provide consistent repeated practice throughout the year

○ helping our students and staff  better prepare → more at ease → better outcomes

○ prevent SBAC from seeming like an isolated, detached event

● model and practice test taking habits and the use of SBAC tools

○ scrap paper training

○ cross out strategies

○ flagging questions



● surface common missteps

○ choosing one answer when two or more are called for

○ answering only one part of a question

● provide other opportunities to highlight and practice curriculum 

related SBAC items

The Why of Giving the FIABS (con’t)







● provide exposure and familiarity with SBAC 

language, vocabulary and questions that are 

not covered on the FIABs 

● provide authentic and realistic practice with 

the chromebook  

● help determine next steps for instruction – 

formative measure with results available 

immediately 

● typically 10 - 18 items

● allows for item by item analysis, feedback

Giving the 

IABs





Takeaways from our FIAB and IAB practice:

●  surfacing otherwise unknown misunderstandings 

● providing increased opportunities for students to ask questions 

and clarify strategies

● establish more universal test vocabulary and language

● solidify test-taking strategies and model their utility across all 

academics

● importance of stamina and self-regulation, managing 

time-on-test



HES Word Study Group 2022-23

● Thirteen teachers across grade levels participated in the study 

group. 

● Topics discussed included phonics, spelling, vocabulary and 

grammar.

● Emphasis was placed on word study components shifting from a 

focus on phonological awareness and phonics to applying acquired 

skills to spelling, as well as vocabulary, grammar and conventions in 

the upper elementary grades.

● Resources were explored in order to move towards implementing 

more explicit, systematic and consistent word study instruction at 

HES. 

● Two classrooms piloting different programs for word study. 



W
o

r
d

 S
tu

d
y

 i
n

 t
h

e
 

U
p

p
e
r
 G

r
a

d
e
s


